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Cheryl St. John

Capturing a sense of place

SPRING AND SUMMER 2014 is a busy
time for Colorado landscape painter
Cheryl St. John. In April her painting
ACRES OF SUNFLOWERS was on view in
San Antonio, TX, at Greenhouse Fine Art’s
annual juried show, Salon International.
In May the Governor’s Art Show in Love-
land, CO, featured five of St. John’s paint-
ings. In June and July the artist is partici-
pating in three different plein-air events
in Colorado’s Rocky Mountain area.

The road that led St. John to this happily
busy time has had a few detours along the
way. After graduating from high school,
she attended Rocky Mountain College of
Art + Design in Denver, where she studied
fine art and commercial art. At the time
she was supporting herself and paying
tuition costs, so she chose to pursue the
commercial art route for practical rea-
sons. But after starting her own success-
ful design firm, she eventually enrolled
in painting classes at the Art Students
League of Denver with Dennis Pendleton

Up the Alley, oil, 16 x 16.

and Doug Dawson. It wasn’t long before
she began selling her landscape paint-
ings at art festivals and galleries, and her
graphic-design career was history by 1998.

Today St. John is a full-time fine artist
who describes her work as impressionis-
tic. She relishes trying different applica-
tions of paint—thick and thin, with both
brushes and palette knives. Painting on
location has helped her loosen her style,
work faster, and not obsess too much over
details. Plein-air painting also forces her
to simplify a scene and to get the colors,
color temperatures, and values correct,
she says.

Whether she is painting on location or
in the studio, the landscape artist says
her goal is to evoke a sense of place. “I
want viewers to know what ’'m feeling
at the time—a cool breeze at my back,
a warm sunrise, or just the serenity I’'m
feeling standing on the edge of a mean-
dering stream,” St. John says. “Many
of my collectors tell me that the reason
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Past and Present, oil, 24 x 24.

they love my work is that it gives them
a sense of well-being and takes them on
the same journey I was on to find these
amazing places.” —Bonnie Gangelhoff

representation

Saks Galleries, Denver, CO; Framed
Image, Denver, CO; SmithKlein Gallery,
Boulder, CO; Oh-Be-Joyful Gallery,
Crested Butte, CO; Good Art Company,
Fredericksburg, TX.

upcoming shows

Governor’s Art Show, Loveland Museum/
Gallery, Loveland, CO, through June 15.
Capturing the Open Land: Douglas Land
Conservancy’s Plein Air Event, Douglas
County, CO, June 23-28.

Crested Butte Plein Air Invitational, Oh-
Be-Joyful Gallery, July 11-13.

Wild About Colorado Art and

Outdoor Festival, Carter Park Pavilion,
Breckenridge, CO, July 16-19.
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